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NATURE OF SEWAGE.
186.  Appearance and Character of Sewage.
DUNBAR, PROF. DR., Hamburg State Hygienic Inst., (from "Principles of
Sewage Treatment"). Translated by CALVERT, H. T., London, 1908, p.
271.
The sewage of a town, sewered by the water-carriage system, is a gray dirty
liquid, possessing an unpleasant sweetish odor, scarcely noticeable in the open
air and not repugnant, even in the sewers.
It reaches the outfall in a continuous stream, upon the surface of which may
be seen matches, corks, fruit skins, vegetable remains and lumps of fecal
matters.
If a fine sieve is placed in the current of the sewage so as to retain solid mat-
ters, and these are examined, they will be found in addition to the above men-
tioned, to consist of flocculent and fibrous material, rags and small bits of
paper, with perhaps a few hairs and other similar substances.
A sample taken in a glass vessel looks like water, which has been used for
i                       washing and cleaning purposes, and on standing, a comparatively small amount
of dirty, gray, slimy material settles out, without materially altering the
appearance of the sample.
Even after standing for twenty-four hours, little further can be noticed.
I                       The liquid remains almost quite as turbid after passing through fine filter
paper; but if it is passed repeatedly through the same filter paper, ifc becomes
clearer, as the pores of the filter become partly stopped by the material retained.